
CURRICULUM ROADMAP Subject History Year Group / Key Stage 7 
 

Intent 

The main aim of the Year 7 history curriculum is to foster a climate in which students enjoy and engage with the subject and appreciate the relevance it has in their everyday lives. They develop a passion which extends 
beyond the classroom and as such, begin to ask questions about the past and develop an understanding of how the changes that have taken place in society impact upon their lives. A study of Roman Britain through to life 
in the Middle Ages allows students to gain a chronological understanding of the periods, alongside an understanding of the social, political, economic and cultural changes which have taken place in Britain. Through the 
application of the key learning indicators, students develop the skill of using sources and interpretations to learn about and challenge ideas about the past, whilst the use of second order concepts to form enquiry questions 
enables students to develop their skills of analysis and evaluation.  Students will also focus on developing their written communication skills, particularly that of writing coherent and well-structured paragraphs, alongside 
reading for meaning and accurate application of SPaG. Homework is differentiated and targeted according to the needs and ability of the classes and is used to consolidate classroom-based learning. Through this, 
students develop their contextual knowledge and are prepared for future learning. Teachers are given the autonomy to set learning tasks based on their knowledge of the students, through formative and summative 
assessment. 

Implementation Impact 

✓ Students are introduced to the nine key learning indicators. Coverage is broken down per unit to a smaller number and 
balanced across the year, in order to get in depth understanding of specific skills and concepts where applicable. Students 
are assessed within each unit and at the end of the year. 

✓ A study of Early Britain allows students to unpick what it means to be British and what the make-up of our island is. It also 
introduces important key figures such as Alfred the Great and groups such as the Vikings, who are important in our local 
history.  The topic develops student’s understanding of what historical significance is and why people have different views 
(interpretations) of the past.   

✓ A study of Anglo Saxon England provides students with the opportunity to focus on what life was like in Britain prior to the 
Norman invasion, moving onto the idea of power and challenges to leadership. Cause and consequence and change and 
continuity across the period are focused upon when looking at the short-term impact of the invasion on Britain. 

✓ A study of Medieval England develops students’ understanding of the longer-term impact of the Norman invasion, focusing 
on life for people across different social groups. The unit builds more challenge in the form of introducing students to the 
challenges faced by the Church and Crown and the impact of religious ideas on non- Christian states. This links directly to 
Year 8 in terms of the English Civil War and the struggles faced by the Crown. Students explore key concepts such as 
Parliament and peasantry in their understanding of the Peasant’s Revolt, looking at the causes and consequences of social 
disorder at local and national levels.   

✓ Within the study of Medieval England sits a depth study of Medieval Baghdad, which is designed to enable students to 
appreciate the development of a different society in the past and to enable them to draw comparisons between the two 
places. 

✓ Finally, students will study the Renaissance, which links to their first unit in Year 8 on Tudor Religion through the invention of 
the Printing Press and its importance in spreading ideas. 

✓ Students develop their application of new historical knowledge throughout each unit, describing, explaining and analyse 
information in order to evaluate and form judgements. 

✓ The use of sources and interpretations enable students to understand the differing views of the past and gain an 
understanding of what sits beneath them.  

✓ Home learning tasks are linked to current historical topics/debates, enabling students to make connections between their 
learning and what is happening in the world today. 

Students will be assessed throughout the year against the Key Learning Indicators 

(see KLIs) 

✓ Students enjoy history and are actively engaged within lessons. 
✓ Students enjoy a range of learning experiences in and outside of the 

classroom that enhances their learning and enables them to make 
connections between the past and present  

✓ Students actively ask questions about history and have a thirst for 
knowledge and a desire to learn about the past. 

✓ Students see the relevance of history and gain an understanding of how 
it affects everyday life for groups of people and societies across periods,  

✓ Students use specific knowledge to describe, explain and analyse 
causes and consequences, change and continuity, similarity and 
differences and significance 

✓ Students can evaluate evidence and formulate judgements.  
✓ Students think critically, challenge differing interpretations, analysing 

evidence and presenting alternative arguments about the individuals and 
events that have shaped the world that they live in. 

✓ Students develop their written communication skills, particularly that of 
writing coherent and well-structured paragraphs, alongside reading for 
meaning and accurate application of SPaG. 

✓ Students become independent learners and are able to tackle 
challenging tasks. 

✓ Students make links between the skills a study of history develops and 
future careers. 

✓ Students can connect their classroom-based learning to current 
historical topics/debates,  

Key Knowledge and Skills Cross Curricular 

• PD and RE - British values  

• Geography – map skills and local sites  

• English – extended writing and writing for different audiences, use of written sources, talk for learning and literacy  

• RE - religious tensions  

• Art – visual sources  

• Design and technology – construction of castles and other relevant historical buildings  

• Drama – role play and re-enactments  

 



CURRICULUM ROADMAP Subject History Year Group / Key Stage 8 
 

Intent 
The main aim of the Year 8 history curriculum is to foster a climate in which students enjoy and engage with the subject and appreciate the relevance it has in their everyday 
lives. They develop a passion which extends beyond the classroom and as such, begin to ask questions about the past and develop an understanding of how the changes that 
have taken place in society impact upon their lives. A study of Tudor religion through to life in Edwardian Britain allows students to gain a chronological understanding of the 
periods, alongside an understanding of the social, political, economic and cultural changes which have taken place in Britain and throughout the world. Through the application of 
the key learning indicators, students develop the skill of using sources and interpretations to learn about and challenge ideas about the past, whilst the use of second order 
concepts to form enquiry questions enables students to develop their skills of analysis and evaluation.  Students will also focus on developing their written communication skills, 
particularly that of writing coherent and well-structured paragraphs, alongside reading for meaning and accurate application of SPaG. Homework is differentiated and targeted 
according to the needs and ability of the classes and is used to consolidate classroom-based learning. Through this, students develop their contextual knowledge and are 
prepared for future learning. Teachers are given the autonomy to set learning tasks based on their knowledge of the students, through formative and summative assessment. 

Implementation Impact 
• In Year 8, students will begin with a study of sixteenth century (Tudor) religion, 

which allows them to explore change over time and also causation in terms of 

what sparked the Break with Rome. We will also include some information on 

seventeenth century religion to complete the story. 

• To contrast with their Tudor and Stuart study, students will then learn about life in 

sixteenth and seventeenth century India under the Mughal family and also the 

African Kingdoms of Benin and Mali. They will compare and contrast these 

societies, the study of which also provides a solid foundation for studying 

transatlantic slavery in their next topic. 

• Students will then study transatlantic slavery and the slave trade, developing their 

knowledge of Africa before the slave trade and understanding why this 

abominable trade happened, what happened to slaves and what the 

consequences were for Britain and for black Africans themselves. This topic also 

includes links to Whitehaven. 

• The previous topic of the slave trade then directly links to the rise of the British 

Empire. Students are taught why the British were interested in Empire building, 

where they tried to build Empire, how they went about it and the consequences 

for Britain and the colonised nations. 

• The fifth topic of Year 8 is the Industrial Revolution. Here, students will see the 

consequences of the slave trade and Empire building upon Britain and study how 

Britain became ‘the workshop of the world’. Topics contained within this include 

population increase, the variety of industries that built up, conditions within these 

industries and how this all affected public health, political equality and the class 

system. 

• Students enjoy history and are actively engaged within lessons. 

• Students enjoy a range of learning experiences in and outside of the 

classroom that enhances their learning and enables them to make 

connections between the past and present  

• Students actively ask questions about history and have a thirst for knowledge 

and a desire to learn about the past. 

• Students see the relevance of history and gain an understanding of how it 

affects everyday life for groups of people and societies across periods,  

• Students use specific knowledge to describe, explain and analyse causes 

and consequences, change and continuity, similarity and differences and 

significance 

• Students can evaluate evidence and formulate judgements.  

• Students think critically, challenge differing interpretations, analysing 

evidence and presenting alternative arguments about the individuals and 

events that have shaped the world that they live in. 

• Students develop their written communication skills, particularly that of writing 

coherent and well-structured paragraphs, alongside reading for meaning and 

accurate application of SPaG. 

• Students become independent learners and are able to tackle challenging 

tasks. 

• Students make links between the skills a study of history develops and future 

careers. 

• Students can connect their classroom-based learning to current historical 

topics/debates. 



• Finally, leading on from their fifth unit, students will study Edwardian England as 

important contextual preparation for their first topic of World War One in Year 9. 

This will be done through three case studies; the sinking of the Titanic, the fight 

for votes for women and Liberal reforms. 

• Covering these topics will enable students to develop the use of all the key skills 

of History mentioned in the intent above. All of these topics will give students the 

opportunity to practise and develop their written communication skills as an 

essential part of historical learning.  

• Students develop their application of new historical knowledge throughout each 

unit, describing, explaining and analyse information in order to evaluate and form 

judgements. 

• The use of sources and interpretations enable students to understand the 

differing views of the past and gain an understanding of what sits beneath them.  

• Home learning tasks are linked to current historical topics/debates, enabling 

students to make connections between their learning and what is happening in 

the world today. 

• We also aim to give students whatever opportunities we can to experience 

History outside the classroom; this may be through trips, involvement in 

competitions or simply by mentioning when there are exhibitions or lectures on 

relevant topics that students can attend. 

 

Assessments 

• Will make use of our key learning indicators and will include short knowledge 

tests as well as longer, more extended writing. 

• Will require students to revise, with revision materials being placed on Satchel 

One. 

• Will occur as per the assessment calendar and feedback and marking policy. 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills Cross Curricular 
 • PD and RE - British values  

• Geography – map skills and local sites  

• English – extended writing and writing for different audiences, use of written sources, talk for learning and literacy  

• RE - religious tensions  

• Art – visual sources  

• Design and technology – construction of relevant historical buildings e.g. the Taj Mahal 

• Drama – role play and re-enactments 

 

 

 



CURRICULUM ROADMAP Subject History Year Group / Key Stage 9 
 

Intent 
The main aim of the Year 8 history curriculum is to foster a climate in which students enjoy and engage with the subject and appreciate the relevance it has in their everyday 
lives. They develop a passion which extends beyond the classroom and as such, begin to ask questions about the past and develop an understanding of how the changes that 
have taken place in society impact upon their lives. A study of World War One through to the Cold War allows students to gain a chronological understanding of the periods, 
alongside an understanding of the social, political, economic and cultural changes which have taken place in Britain and throughout the world. Through the application of the key 
learning indicators, students develop the skill of using sources and interpretations to learn about and challenge ideas about the past, whilst the use of second order concepts to 
form enquiry questions enables students to develop their skills of analysis and evaluation.  Students will also focus on developing their written communication skills, particularly 
that of writing coherent and well-structured paragraphs, alongside reading for meaning and accurate application of SPaG. Homework is differentiated and targeted according to 
the needs and ability of the classes and is used to consolidate classroom-based learning. Through this, students develop their contextual knowledge and are prepared for future 
learning. Teachers are given the autonomy to set learning tasks based on their knowledge of the students, through formative and summative assessment. 

Implementation Impact 
• In Year 9, students will begin by looking at the First World War. Within this topic, 

they look at different historians’ interpretations of the causes behind the war, 

what trench warfare was actually like, and finally the consequences of World War 

One in order to assess the significance, including the Treaty of Versailles and the 

League of Nations. These major world events are important contextual 

knowledge for any further study of the twentieth century. 

• Students then move on to study the USA in the 1920s. Here, they will look at why 

America withdrew from international affairs after World War One, the boom in 

1920s America (and the rest of the world), the Wall Street Crash and the Great 

Depression. These major world events are also important contextual knowledge 

for any further study of the twentieth century and, along with the consequences of 

World War One, explain the reasons for World War Two. 

• Therefore, students then move on to study the Second World War (causes and 

events) and the Holocaust (including anti-Semitism before Hitler, why Hitler acted 

the way that he did, the events of the Holocaust, moral dilemmas faced by people 

at the time and Jewish resistance). The Holocaust remains the only topic area 

required by the National Curriculum and is just generally an important reminder to 

fight against racism of any kind. 

• Students will then move on to a study of the fall of the British Empire. This links 

directly to their study of the rise of the Empire in Year 8, but keeps the events in 

important chronological order and places them in the context of the time in which 

they occurred. Here they will cover why and how Britain lost their Empire  

(independence for India, independence for Africa) and the consequences of 

having an Empire and then losing it (Windrush and migration to Britain, the 

• Students enjoy history and are actively engaged within lessons. 

• Students enjoy a range of learning experiences in and outside of the 

classroom that enhances their learning and enables them to make 

connections between the past and present  

• Students actively ask questions about history and have a thirst for knowledge 

and a desire to learn about the past. 

• Students see the relevance of history and gain an understanding of how it 

affects everyday life for groups of people and societies across periods,  

• Students use specific knowledge to describe, explain and analyse causes 

and consequences, change and continuity, similarity and differences and 

significance 

• Students can evaluate evidence and formulate judgements.  

• Students think critically, challenge differing interpretations, analysing 

evidence and presenting alternative arguments about the individuals and 

events that have shaped the world that they live in. 

• Students develop their written communication skills, particularly that of writing 

coherent and well-structured paragraphs, alongside reading for meaning and 

accurate application of SPaG. 

• Students become independent learners and are able to tackle challenging 

tasks. 

• Students make links between the skills a study of history develops and future 

careers. 

• Students can connect their classroom-based learning to current historical 

topics/debates. 



Commonwealth and multiculturalism in Britain). They will also cover Britain’s 

relationship with the EU. 

• The final full topic of Year 9 will be the Cold War. Students will study the causes, 

events and consequences of this conflict as crucial contextual knowledge for 

studying the later part of the twentieth century. Studying this also enables 

students to fully understand Communism and capitalism, which are important 

concepts to any modern historian. 

• The final weeks of Year 9 will be a ‘Lucky Dip’ topic. This is chosen by Year 9 

classes themselves from a selection of lessons on ‘History mysteries’ such as the 

assassination of JFK and other topics that students often request to learn about 

but do not fit elsewhere in Schemes of Work e.g. the Chernobyl disaster. This will 

add contextual knowledge for those continuing their study of History and 

encourage all students to continue to enjoy History, whether they continue to 

study it or not, just because it is full of interesting stories. 

• Covering these topics will enable students to develop the use of all the key skills 

of History mentioned in the intent above. All of these topics will give students the 

opportunity to practise and develop their written communication skills as an 

essential part of historical learning.  

• Students develop their application of new historical knowledge throughout each 

unit, describing, explaining and analyse information in order to evaluate and form 

judgements. 

• The use of sources and interpretations enable students to understand the 

differing views of the past and gain an understanding of what sits beneath them.  

• Home learning tasks are linked to current historical topics/debates, enabling 

students to make connections between their learning and what is happening in 

the world today. 

• We also aim to give students whatever opportunities we can to experience 

History outside the classroom; this may be through trips, involvement in 

competitions or simply by mentioning when there are exhibitions or lectures on 

relevant topics that students can attend. 

 

Assessments 

• Will make use of our key learning indicators and will include short knowledge 

tests as well as longer, more extended writing. 

• Will require students to revise, with revision materials being placed on Satchel 

One. 

• Will occur as per the assessment calendar and feedback and marking policy. 

Key Knowledge and Skills Cross Curricular 



 • PD and RE - British values  

• Geography – map skills and local sites  

• English – extended writing and writing for different audiences, use of written sources, talk for learning and literacy  

• RE - religious tensions  

• Art – visual sources  

• Design and technology – construction of relevant historical buildings e.g. the Taj Mahal 

• Drama – role play and re-enactments 

 

 

  



CURRICULUM ROADMAP Subject History Year Group / Key Stage 10 
 

Intent 
Our overarching aim when teaching History is to foster a love for the subject and enjoyment of the stories. The Key Stage Four History curriculum intends to build on and extend 
the knowledge and understanding of History gained at Key Stage Three, whilst continuing to engage and enthuse students with History that is most relevant to them and their 
lives. We therefore aim to develop students’ reading comprehension and written accuracy, as well as developing source skills and the key concepts of History (such as 
significance, cause and consequence, change and continuity, interpretation and similarity and difference), thus enabling them to communicate their thoughts accurately and 
effectively. 

Implementation Impact 
• Exam board: AQA 

• In Year 10, students will cover the topics of Democracy and Dictatorship: 

Germany 1890-1945, Conflict and Tension: The Interwar Years 1919-1939 and 

will begin their study of Norman England, c1066-c1100. This is taking the topics 

in the order in which they appear in paper one (the first two topics), and then in 

increasing order of complexity (the British depth study is significantly easier to 

understand than the thematic study), allowing students to mature more before 

tackling complex issues. 

• Covering these topics will enable students to develop the use of all the key skills 

of History mentioned in the intent above. All of these topics will give students the 

opportunity to practise and develop their written communication skills as an 

essential part of historical learning.  

• Since these topics are aiming towards the GCSE examinations, students will 

cover the relevant question types that they will need to tackle in each of the 

topics. However, lessons will be taught in a way where students develop these 

skills even if there is no explicit reference to the examinations – the first aim is to 

foster a love of the subject. 

• Students will also develop their reading skills through reading texts and analysing 

and evaluating source material and interpretations. 

• We also aim to give students whatever opportunities we can to experience 

History outside the classroom; this may be through trips, involvement in 

competitions or simply by mentioning when there are exhibitions or lectures on 

relevant topics that students can attend. 

 

Assessments 

• Will always be exam questions relevant to the topic being studied. 

• Will occur as per the assessment calendar and feedback and marking policy. 

 

• Students enjoy reading and learning about a range of historical topics and 

themes. 

• Students are able to understand both the long and short views of History and 

track themes over time. 

• Students are able to analyse and evaluate both source and interpretations of 

History and are able to write their answers in a coherent manner. 

• Students are able to express their thoughts on issues of significance, cause 

and consequence, change and continuity, interpretation and similarity and 

difference) effectively in writing, 

• Students improve their ability to write a coherent narrative in History, which 

includes accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

• Students are able to explain the significance and relevance of evidence used 

by constructing effective PEEZL paragraphs. 

• Students understand how and why we study history so that we can 

understand the world in which we live today. 

• Students build on their cultural capital by experiencing History outside of 

school and by increasing their historical knowledge and understanding. 



Key Knowledge and Skills Cross Curricular 
 • PD and RE - British values  

• Geography – map skills and local sites  

• English – extended writing and writing for different audiences, use of written sources, talk for learning and literacy  

• RE - religious tensions  

• Art – visual sources  

• Design and technology – construction of relevant historical buildings e.g. the Taj Mahal 

• Drama – role play and re-enactments 

 

 

  



CURRICULUM ROADMAP Subject History Year Group / Key Stage 11 
 

Intent 
Our overarching aim when teaching History is to foster a love for the subject and enjoyment of the stories. The Key Stage Four History curriculum intends to build on and extend 
the knowledge and understanding of History gained at Key Stage Three, whilst continuing to engage and enthuse students with History that is most relevant to them and their 
lives. We therefore aim to develop students’ reading comprehension and written accuracy, as well as developing source skills and the key concepts of History (such as 
significance, cause and consequence, change and continuity, interpretation and similarity and difference), thus enabling them to communicate their thoughts accurately and 
effectively. 

Implementation Impact 
• Exam board: AQA 

• In Year 11, students will complete the topic of Norman England, c1066-c1100 

and cover the thematic study of Britain: Migration, empires and the people c790-

present day (leaving the more complex topics until later in the course, as well as 

these both being topics on Paper 2), as well as interleaving revision for all topics 

covered for the GCSE.  

• Covering these topics will enable students to continue to develop the use of all 

the key skills of History mentioned in the intent above. All of these topics will give 

students the opportunity to practise and develop their written communication 

skills as an essential part of historical learning.  

• Since these topics are aiming towards the GCSE examinations, students will 

cover the relevant question types that they will need to tackle in each of the 

topics. However, lessons will be taught in a way where students develop these 

skills even if there is no explicit reference to the examinations – the first aim is to 

foster a love of the subject. 

• Students will also develop their reading skills through reading texts and analysing 

and evaluating source material and interpretations. 

• We also aim to give students whatever opportunities we can to experience 

History outside the classroom; this may be through trips, involvement in 

competitions or simply by mentioning when there are exhibitions or lectures on 

relevant topics that students can attend. 

 

Assessments 

• Will always be exam questions relevant to the topic being studied. 

• Will occur as per the assessment calendar and feedback and marking policy. 

 

• Students enjoy reading and learning about a range of historical topics and 

themes 

• Students are able to understand both the long and short views of History and 

track themes over time. 

• Students are able to analyse and evaluate both source and interpretations of 

History and are able to write their answers in a coherent manner. 

• Students are able to express their thoughts on issues of significance, cause 

and consequence, change and continuity, interpretation and similarity and 

difference) effectively in writing, 

• Students improve their ability to write a coherent narrative in History, which 

includes accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

• Students are able to explain the significance and relevance of evidence used 

by constructing effective PEEL paragraphs. 

• Students understand how and why we study history so that we can 

understand the world in which we live today. 

• Students build on their cultural capital by experiencing History outside of 

school and by increasing their historical knowledge and understanding. 

• They should be critically evaluative, able to analyse evidence, expect 

justifications for view-points and able to construct reasoned arguments. 

• They should be skilled at recognising the complexity of human life – its 

apparent contradictions, the permanence of conflict and the surprising acts of 

kindness and humility. 

Key Knowledge and Skills Cross Curricular 



 • PD and RE - British values  

• Geography – map skills and local sites  

• English – extended writing and writing for different audiences, use of written sources, talk for learning and literacy  

• RE - religious tensions  

• Art – visual sources  

• Design and technology – construction of relevant historical buildings e.g. the Taj Mahal 

• Drama – role play and re-enactments 

 

 

 

 


